
 
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD THEIR ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING ON 
MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2026, AT 3:00 P.M., IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING ROOM 
LOCATED IN THE FRANKLIN COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, 1255 FRANKLIN STREET, ROCKY 
MOUNT, VIRGINIA. 

 
 THERE WERE PRESENT: Mike Carter, Rocky Mount District 
  Dan Quinn, Union Hall District  
  Nick Mitchell, Snow Creek District  
  Marshall Jamison, Blackwater District  
  Lorie Smith, Gills Creek District  
  Tim Tatum, Blue Ridge District  
  Mike Meredith, Boone District  
  
   
 
 OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Whitlow, County Administrator 
  Steve Sandy, Deputy County Administrator 
  Brandy Rosser, Assistant County Administrator 

Brian Carter, Deputy County Administrator/CFO 
Jim H. Guynn, Jr., County Attorney  
Amy R. Renick, Clerk 

******************* 

County Administrator, Chris Whitlow, called the meeting to order.  

Invocation by Supervisor Nick Mitchell.  

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Lorie Smith.  

******************* 

County Attorney, Jim Guynn, Jr., opened the floor for nominations for the 2026 Franklin County Board of 
Supervisors Chairperson.  Supervisor Mike Carter nominated Lorie Smith for the 2026 Chair position, seconded 
by Supervisor Nick Mitchell. There being no further nominations, Mr. Guynn called for a motion to close the 
nominations for 2026 Chairperson. Supervisor Tatum offered a Motion: 
  
(RESOLUTION # 01-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to close the nominations for 2026 Chairperson.   

 
MOTION BY: Tatum 
SECONDED BY: Mitchell  
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: All Ayes; None Opposed 
NO: N/A 

 

(RESOLUTION # 02-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to appoint Lorie Smith as the 2026 Chairperson.   

 
MOTION BY: Carter 
SECONDED BY: Mitchell 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: Smith, Carter, Mitchell, Jamison, Tatum 
NO: Quinn 
ABSTAIN: Meredith 

 
* Roll call vote was taken  

 
Lorie Smith was declared the 2026 Chairperson of the Franklin County Board of Supervisors.   

******************* 

Chairperson Lorie Smith opened the floor for nominations for 2026 Vice Chairperson.  Supervisor Mike Carter 
nominated Nick Mitchell for the 2025 Vice Chair position, seconded by Supervisor Marshall Jamison.  Supervisor 
Mike Meredith nominated Tim Tatum for the Vice Chair position, seconded by Supervisor Dan Quinn. There 
being no further nominations, Chairperson Smith closed the nominations for 2026 Vice Chairperson, and called 
for a vote.  

 

(RESOLUTION #  03-01-2025) 



 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to declare Nick Mitchell as the 2026 Vice 
Chairperson for the Franklin County Board of Supervisors with the following vote.   
 
 Votes for Supervisor Tim Tatum: Tatum, Quinn and Meredith, for a total vote of: 3.  

 Votes for Supervisor Nick Mitchell: Mitchell, Carter, Jamison, Smith, for a total vote of: 4.   

With 4 out of 7 votes, Supervisor Nick Mitchell was declared the 2026 Vice Chairperson.    

 
* Roll call vote was taken  

 
******************* 

The proposed 2026 meeting dates were presented for discussion: 

 

 

DISCUSSION:  

There was discussion concerning maintaining the current practice of two meetings in the same week versus 
having the work session earlier in the month. There was further conversation about the meeting times.   

Supervisor Jamison offered a motion to adopt the 2026 meetings as proposed.  

(RESOLUTION # 04-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to adopt the 2026 meeting dates as proposed 
above.   

 
MOTION BY: Jamison 
SECONDED BY: Mitchell 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: All Ayes; None Opposed 
NO: N/A  

 

******************* 

The following proposed holidays for 2026 were presented:  



 

 

Supervisor Tim Tatum offered a Motion to approve the proposed holidays for 2026 as presented.   

(RESOLUTION #05-01-2025) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to adopt the proposed holidays for 2026 as 
presented.  

 
MOTION BY: Tatum 
SECONDED BY: Meredith 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: All Ayes; None Opposed  
NOS: N/A  
 

****************** 

The following proposed Rules of Procedure were presented:  

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

There was discussion about pending revisions to the Rules of Procedure.  An initial rough draft of proposed 
revisions was discussed with the understanding that additional revisions would be made following recent receipt 
of further Board member comments/requests with additional legal review anticipated. Chair Smith noted that the 
current policies will remain in effect until a new, revised version is adopted by the Board.   
 
As an aside, there was some conversation about whether Franklin County has had a Fire and EMS Advisory 
Board in the past.  It was confirmed Franklin County has not had such a Board, but that there was a volunteer 
chiefs meeting group, which is not a designated Franklin County Commission with Board of Supervisors 
representation.  
 
****************** 

County Administrator, Christopher Whitlow, reminded the Board members of the upcoming Roanoke Regional 
Chamber of Commerce dinner on January 29th.   
 
In addition, he brought up two house-keeping matters.  He mentioned the need for motions to fast track two 
applications.  The first one concerns amendment of Map No. 9.5 of the comprehensive plan to depict a new 
substation facility and transmission lines at Summit View Business Park and associated special use permit 
application. 
 
Supervisor Carter offered the following Motion:   
 
 
(RESOLUTION #06-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to initiate a Comprehensive Plan amendment to 
amend Map #9.5 of the Plan to depict a new proposed substation facility and associated transmission lines in 



 
the Summit View Business Park.  I further authorize County Administrator to initiate this amendment process 
and fast-track the application concurrently with the necessary special use permit application. 

 
MOTION BY: Carter 
SECONDED BY: Mitchell 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: Quinn, Smith, Tatum, Carter, Mitchell, Jamison, Meredith 
NOS: N/A  
 

* Roll call vote was taken.  
 
****************** 
Mr. Whitlow announced that the Tobacco Commission awarded the County a grant to support housing 
development needs in the County, and Virginia Housing awarded a grant through West Piedmont Planning 
District Commission for infrastructure and support of workforce housing. This precipitated the request to fast 
track another application for economic development purposes – the Boone Real Estate rezoning amendment 
and special use permit. It was clarified for the record that to “fast track” the application simply means that both 
the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors public hearings on this issue will occur in the same 
month (February) versus the Planning Commission’s hearing in one month and the Board of Supervisors hearing 
the following month.   

Supervisor Tatum offered a Motion:  

 
(RESOLUTION #07-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to fast track the Boone Real Estate rezoning and 
special use permit request for economic development purposes.  I further authorize the County Administrator to 
advise the Zoning Administrator so proper and timely notifications relative to processing the application can be 
made.  

 
MOTION BY: Tatum 
SECONDED BY: Quinn 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: Quinn, Smith, Tatum, Carter, Mitchell, Jamison, Meredith 
NOS: N/A  
 

* Roll call vote was taken.  
 
****************** 
 

Supervisor Smith announced it is time for the Board to go into closed session.  Supervisor Mike Carter offered 
a Motion: 

RESOLUTION #   08-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to enter into a Closed Meeting in Accordance with 
2.2-3711, (A)(1), Personnel Discussion of appointments to County Boards, Commissions, etc.; (A) (3) Discussion 
of the acquisition of real property or the disposition of real property;  (A) (8) Consultation with legal counsel 
employed or retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 
such counsel. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a meeting merely because 
an attorney representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter.  

MOTION BY:  Carter 
SECONDED BY: Jamison 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: Smith, Jamison, Carter, Tatum, Mitchell, Quinn, Meredith 
NO: None 
ABSENT: N/A 

 

* Roll call vote was taken 

****************** 

The Board returned from closed session.  Chair Smith reconvened the meeting, and Supervisor Carter offered 
a Motion to certify the closed session:  

RESOLUTION # 09-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors, to certify that only public business matters lawfully 
exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act were heard, discussed 
or considered in the Closed Session to which this certification applies, and only such business matters as were 



 
identified in the motion by which this Closed Session was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the 
meeting to which this certification applies. 

 
MOTION BY:  Carter 
SECONDED BY: Tatum 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
AYES: Smith, Jamison, Carter, Tatum, Mitchell, Meredith, Quinn 
NO: None 
ABSENT:  
 

* Roll call vote was taken 

********************** 

APPOINTMENTS  
 
Chair Smith announced the need for a few appointments, and a Motion followed: 
 

RESOLUTION #10-01-2026) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to re-appoint Richard Shively and Eric 
Buck to the Building Code Appeals Board.  
 
MOTION BY:  Tatum 
SECONDED BY: Meredith 
VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS:  
NO: N/A 
AYES: All Ayes; None Opposed 
ABSENT: N/A 

 

****************** 

Chair Smith announced that the County Attorney will now proceed with offering FOIA and COIA training, and 
that afterward, the Board will reconvene at 5:30 PM at the Rocky Mount Town Council meeting, and will then  
recess until January 20th Broadband Authority and Board of Supervisors meetings.   

******************* 

County Attorney, Jim Guynn Jr., made the following presentation:  

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

There was very brief discussion before the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

_____________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Chairperson       Clerk  


